[The palliative treatment of pancreatic cancer: percutaneous drainage versus surgical diversion].
In a retrospective study, the outcome of 56 patients with unresectable carcinoma of the exocrine pancreas undergoing two palliative operations (bypass surgery vs percutaneous transhepatic biliary drainage with endoprosthesis) for the management of biliary obstruction was evaluated. Morbidity and mortality were similar in the two groups. Postop hospital stay was 8 days for the intubated, and 15 days for operated patients (p less than 0.01). Although the symptom-free period was similar in both groups, intubated patients had a shorter period of poor-quality life.